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Article 38 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice defines “in-

ternational law” to include not only “custom” and “convention” between 
States but also "the general principles of law recognized by civilized nations" 
within their municipal legal systems. In 1953, Bin Cheng wrote his seminal 
book on general principles, identifying core legal principles common to vari-
ous domestic legal systems across the globe. This monograph summarizes 
and analyzes the general principles of law and norms of international due 
process, with a particular focus on developments since Cheng’s writing. The 
aim is to collect and distill these principles and norms in a single volume as a 
practical resource for international law jurists, advocates, and scholars. The 
information contained in this book holds considerable importance given the 
growth of interstate intercourse resulting in the increased use of general 
principles over the past 60 years. General principles can serve as rules of 
decision, whether in interpreting a treaty or contract, determining causation, 
or ascertaining unjust enrichment. 

They also include a core set of procedural requirements that should be fol-
lowed in any adjudicative system, such as the right to impartiality and the 
prohibition on fraud. Although the general principles are, by definition, basic 
and even rudimentary, they hold vital importance for the rule of law in inter-
national relations. They are meant not to define a rule of law, but rather the 
rule of law. 

 
LIM, Chin Leng, HO, Jean y PAPARINSKIS, Martins: International 

Investment Law and Arbitration: Commentary, Awards and other Mate-
rials, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2018, 578 pp. ISBN: 
9781316632208. 

 
What was once a contested body of principles applied peripherally to the 

international settlement of expropriation disputes has been transformed and 
in its place now stands an important area of international disputes practice. 
International Investment Law and Arbitration offers a comprehensive intro-
duction to the subject. Presenting the facts of daily legal practice and the 
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largely unaltered aims of the subject alongside a broad selection of key 
awards and original materials, historical developments are discussed in the 
context of the changing directions in the arbitral jurisprudence and current 
treaty and arbitration reform debate. Key features: accessible and engaging 
commentary integrated throughout, end of chapter questions test reader 
understanding, further reading lists support and encourage exploration of 
the subject. Suitable for postgraduate law students studying modules on 
international investment arbitration, International Investment Law and 
Arbitration offers an indispensable introduction to the subject.  

 
PARRA, Antonio R.: The History of ICSID, 2ª ed., Oxford, Oxford University 

Press, 2017, 432 pp. ISBN: 9780198767466. 
 
This revised edition of the text details the history and development of the In-

ternational Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) and its con-
stituent treaty, the Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes be-
tween States and Nationals of Other States. The book traces the immediate ori-
gins of the Convention, in the years 1955 to 1962, and gives a stage–by–stage 
narrative of the drafting of the Convention between 1962 and 1965. It recounts 
details of bringing the Convention into force in 1966 and the elaboration of the 
initial versions of the Regulations and Rules of ICSID adopted at the first meet-
ings of its Administrative Council in 1967. The four periods 1968 to 1988, 1989 
to 1999, 2000 to 2010 and 2011 to 2015 are covered in separate chapters which 
examine the expansion of the Centre’s activities and changes made to the Regu-
lations and Rules over the years. There are also overviews of the conciliation and 
arbitration cases submitted to ICSID in the respective periods, followed by dis-
cussions of selected cases and key issues within them. A concluding chapter 
discusses some of the broad themes and findings of the book, examines how 
ICSID might meet several large new challenges facing it and outlines several 
possible further changes of its rules and procedures. The book offers unique 
insight into the establishment and design of ICSID, as well as into how the insti-
tution evolved and its relationship with the World Bank over the 50 years since 
the establishment of ICSID. 
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Digital Age: The Brave New World of Arbitration, Cambridge, Cambridge 
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Arbitration in the Digital Age analyses how technology can be efficiently and 

legitimately used to further sound arbitration proceedings. The contributions, 
from a variety of arbitration scholars, report on current developments, predict 
future trends, and assesses their impact from a practical, legal, and technical 
point of view. The book also discusses the relationship between arbitration and 
the Internet and analyses how social media can affect arbitrators and counsel's 
behaviour. Furthermore, it analyses the validity of electronic arbitration and 


