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possibly resulting from the procedures applicable to challenges, the applica-
ble standard required to uphold a challenge or who the decision makers are? 
This book examines one of the fundamental control mechanisms of interna-
tional dispute resolution. In doing so, the book assesses procedures, stan-
dards and outcomes of challenges and recusals in some of the main interna-
tional courts and tribunals, including the ICJ, ICSID, the PCA, the WTO, the 
Iran-US Claims Tribunal, the ICC and international criminal courts. The 
book analyzes specific grounds for challenges and how they are applied, whi-
le also presenting personal perspectives on challenges and recusals from the 
point of view of arbitrators and counsel. The book also examines regional 
differences in challenges and recusals. This unique approach allows a com-
parative view on both procedural and substantive issues, and also provides a 
clear and in-depth study of specific forums. 
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This new book is the first to focus on the interaction between international 
investment law and other systems of international law. Looking at the cha-
llenges in this area from the perspective of treaty conflicts, the author exa-
mines and comments on cases where obligations in two treaties can conflict 
with one another, such as: the rights of foreign investors under investment 
treaties; disputes between the host States trying to protect the health and 
safety of their citizens versus the treaty rights of foreign companies; treaty 
conflicts that can arise between international, human rights, environmental 
and EU law. 

He determines the hierarchy between these conflicting treaty norms, and 
establishes a legitimacy threshold for the investor-State arbitral system. Co-
vering four main areas, the work offers you practical guidance and commen-
tary on the evolution of investment treaties, the law of treaty conflicts, treaty 
conflicts in investor-state arbitration, and investment treaty conflicts and the 
European Union. 

It covers every issue that you might expect to find in this contentious area, 
including: flexibility in the amount of compensation payable to foreign inves-
tors; implications of including non-investment provisions in investment 
treaties; effectiveness of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties rules 
on treaty interpretation; legal bases for the interaction of investment and 
non-investment treaties; the ECJ’s views on EC Treaty/TFEU investment 
treaty conflicts. 

You’ll find a wealth of interpretive methodologies, remedial mechanisms, 
and legally and practically plausible examples that investor-State tribunals 
can use in their adjudicative techniques. The author argues that the solution 
to the legitimacy crisis of the investor-State arbitral system lies in the taking 
up and resolution of the issue of treaty conflicts by the tribunals themselves. 

 


